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MCH SPONSORS 'INSANITY
AND THE LAW' CONFERENCE

MISSOULA-A grant from the Montana Committee for the Humanities (MCH) totaling $6,090 has
been awarded to an ad hoc committee of Montana citizens to conduct a three-day conference
entitled "The Question of Insanity and the Law."
The free public conference will be held Sept. 14-16 at Chico Hot Springs, 25 miles
south of Livingston.
Bruce R. Sievers, MCH director, said the conference will have national significance
because of the prominent speakers to be

involved~

"This will be a unique gathering of internationally-recognized authorities drawn
from various fields concerned with the question of the law and insanity," Sievers said.
Guest speakers will include Ken Kesey, author of "One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest"
and "Sometimes a Great Notion;" Dr. Thomas S. Szasz (pronounced

ZAl~S),

professor of

psychiatry at the State University of New York, Syracuse; George Alexander, dean of the
law school at the University of California at Santa Clara, and Alfred Louch, chairman of
the philosophy department at Claremont Graduate School, Claremont, Calif.
Representatives from various mental health and legal professions in Montana also will
be included in panel discussions scheduled during the weekend's activities.
"The purpose of the conference is to examine Montana law on insanity and mental

health in light of developments in legal, psychological and philosophical theory in the
last few decades," Sievers said.
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"The conference is the first of its kind in Montana and we expect to have a good
response from people throughout the state interested in this sensitive area of the law,"
Sievers explained.
Members of the ad hoc committee, all from Billings, are:

Thomas Tm-1e, attorney and

state representative; Ralph Belobraidic, rehabilitation counselor at the Rimrock Foundation; Glen Johnson and James Leland, both professors of philosophy at Eastern Montana
, College, Billings; Beal M. Mossman III, professor of psychology at EMC; Robert Stephens
Jr., attorney, and Ann K. (Pat) Regan, teacher and state representative.
Interested participants are requested to write Mossman or Leland at Eastern Montana
College, Billings, Mont. 59102 and to make overnight room reservations, if necessary, by
writing Chico Hot Springs, Pray,

~~nt.

59065.

